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DRAFT SUMMARY RECORD          
 
SYDNEY AIRPORT COMMUNITY FORUM (SACF) 
 
Meeting 01/2022, 11 March 2022 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1  Opening Remarks, Housekeeping and Adoption of Agenda 
 
The Chair, Mr John Alexander OAM MP, welcomed members, guests and acknowledged the Gadigal 
people who are the traditional custodians of the land on which the meeting was held. The Chair paid 
his respects to their elders, past and present.  
 
The Chair reminded those in attendance of the meeting protocols and advised the meeting was 
being recorded. The Chair noted a draft summary record would be produced for endorsement at the 
next SACF meeting and thanked the SACF Secretariat for putting together the meeting at short 
notice. 
 
The Chair noted that the SACF Secretariat had received apologies from Jon Stewart who represents 
the Member for Bradfield and Councilor Carol Provan from Sutherland Council. 
 
The Agenda for the meeting was adopted as circulated on Monday 7 March 2022. Noting there was 
a tight agenda and members were advised to stick to the timeframes allocated. 
 
SACF Member, Mr Bob Hayes, Community representative for the North, expressed his concerns the 
Aviation Community Advocate (ACA) was not listed as a standalone item on the Agenda. Mr Hayes 
explained he had contacted the SACF Secretariat the day before, and the Secretariat assured him the 
ACA would be addressed under Agenda Item 7 – Department of Infrastructure, Regional 
Development and Communications update. Mr Hayes said this would suffice. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2 Confirmation of Draft Summary Record of Meeting 03/2021 
 
2.1 Incorporation of suggested changes 
 
As no changes were identified by members to be incorporated in the Draft Summary Record for the 
Meeting 03/2021, the Summary Record will be published on the SACF website.  
 
2.2 Action Items arising from Meeting 03/2021 
 
There were seven Action Items raised during Meeting 03/2021: 
 

• Action Item 01/03 noted the SACF Secretariat had resolved the issues with the SACF phone 
line. 

 

• Action Item 02/03 explained Mr John Clarke (representative for the Member of Bennelong), 
Mr Jon Stewart (representative of the Member for Bradfield) had noted changes to the 
operation of the Harris Review Technical Working Group B (TWG B) which were hoped to 
resolve the issues. 
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Following the meeting SACF Member, Mr Clarke wrote to SACF Secretariat and requested 
the following points to be minuted in response to Action Item 02/03.  
 
“You will recall that this relates to the working groups set up by the Department to look at 
Demand Management at the airport as a follow on from the Harris Review, and TWG B is 
specifically looking at matters to do with the Cap. At the last SACF meeting I expressed 
concern over the conduct and direction of the TWG.  
 
On 21 December I sent an email to the Secretariat stating that I believe this action has now 
been overtaken by events, as the Department had appointed consultants, led by Delloits to 
now assist and I was prepared to see how this went. But depending upon the conduct of the 
Working Groups and what was presented I thought it may be appropriate to revive the 
resolution. 
 
There have been a further 5 TWG meetings since the last SACF and unfortunately I continue 
to have concerns about their conduct. The working group has been presented with options 
and often detailed and complicated analysis. However, materials are not provided to the 
working group prior to meetings, and despite my requests, the Department has refused to 
provide copies of the presentations following the meeting. This has constrained my ability to 
engage in the TWG and meant I have not been able to adequately consult with SACF on the 
deliberations of the TWG. As a consultative process it has left a great deal to be desired.  
 
I also have considerable concerns over the direction the TWG is taking. They continue to 
look in detail at options that would breach the current cap and result in more than 80 
movement per hour, despite this being contrary to the Government’s direction and the 
terms of reference of the TWG. (Eg. allowing for cluster scheduling by over booking 22 flights 
in any 15 min period; an unconstrained ‘recovery mode’ where 80 could be exceeded for as 
long as desired to clear a backlog.) 
 
However, at this late stage and without any more TWG meetings scheduled I am not 
proposing to revive the resolution.” 
 
Mr Phil McClure, Assistant Secretary, Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Communications (the Department), explained there have been ongoing 
discussions on these concerns and he would notify the area within the Department of 
Mr Clarke’s concerns. Mr McClure also noted the TWG B meetings are currently paused to 
reflect and resolve the feedback they have received. 
 
Mr Clarke also expressed his concerns on option 5 of the Harris review, were the option 
provides an unconstrained recovery mode - no cap limit to movements or time limit. 
 
Sydney Airport, Mr Joe Dennis, agreed with Mr Clarke the TWG B meetings have been very 
technical as the consultants get to the end of the process but does not agree there are 
multiple options were there are unconstrained movements that would exceed 80 
movements per hour. Mr Clarke and Mr Dennis agreed to disagree.  
 
SACF Members, Ms Maria Patrinos, Community representative for the West, and Mr Hayes 
support Mr Clarke’s concerns around the lack of distribution of papers prior to meetings and 
lack of copies of the presentations after meetings including meeting minutes. 



 
 

SACF Meeting 01/2022 – 11 March 2022   

 

• Action Item 03/03 noted SACF Working Group met with representatives of the Department 
in early December 2021, and information has been prepared and provided to assist in 
briefing the Deputy Prime Minister on the NAL Review matters and the Aviation Community 
Advocate matters. 
 
Following the meeting Mr Clarke wrote to SACF Secretariat and requested the following 
points to be minuted in response to Action Item 03/03.  
 
“On 1 February, noting it was the 40th Anniversary of the publication of the NAL study I 
emailed the Department on behalf of the working group with some observations on the 
need for a new NAL and including some comments from Professor Hede that in the 40 years 
since the NAL report the UK had undertaken 3 studies and recommended they be done 
more frequently.  
 
And very importantly Professor Hede’s view that: 
“There is an urgent scientific imperative to conduct a Second National Survey of Community 
Reaction to Aircraft noise in Australia. The NAL Report’s 40-year old results are now 
internationally discredited as the basis for estimating precise dose-response relationships or 
for the continued use of the Aircraft Noise Exposure Forecast (ANEF metric).” 
Once we have a way ahead with the ACA then the working group can progress with the NAL 
study, for which the ACA would be invaluable in providing expert assistance.” 
 

• Action Item 04/03 the Department will brief SACF on the growth in unmanned aerial 
systems in the Department’s update – Agenda Item 7. 
 

• Action Item 05/03 the Secretariat referred the Community Questions on Sodprops to the 
Implementation and Monitoring Committee (IMC) on 21 December 2021 for consideration.  
 
Mr Timothy Gill, representing Airservices Australia, provided context/update on the 
Community question raised regarding the current use of Sodprops in the hour prior to 
curfew. Sodprops were discussed in general at the IMC although as there was not enough 
details from the community member and it was provided anonymously.  
 

• Action Item 06/03 SACF will be updated today at Agenda Item 6 – IMC report, for advice and 
recommendations from the IMC on the Australian Business Aviation Association. 
 

• Action Item 07/03 the Chair agreed the Forum of Western Sydney Airport (FoWSA) is the 
appropriate forum for community concerns about the new Western Sydney Airport to be 
raised and the Chair writing a letter to the Minister was deemed not to be required. 
 
SACF Member, Ms Maria Patrinos, Community representative member from the West, 
expressed her disappointment a letter was not written to the Minister. 
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AGENDA ITEM 3 Secretariat Update 
 
3.1 Email Correspondence 
 
The SACF Secretariat provided an update on email correspondence and SACF phone line activity 
since SACF meeting 03/2021. 
 
Main email correspondence topics were:  

• Community Questions about Western Sydney Airport as a result of the last meeting. 

• The Working Group established to work with the Department on the Aviation 
Community Advocate and National Acoustics Laboratory survey. 

• The sale of Sydney Airport. 

• The partial closures of Runways and testing of the Instrument Landing System (ILS) on 
Runway 16R. 

• The curfew dispensations granted for the Runway 16R due to threshold works. 
 
3.2 Phone Line 
 
The SACF phone line has not received any relevant calls. 
 
In the previous meeting there were concerns regarding the phone line and voicemail not being 
operational, these have now been resolved.  
 
AGENDA ITEM 4 Airservices Australia Report 
 
Mr Terry Fulton, representing Airservices Australia, provided an update on air traffic movements for 
Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport. 
 
Air Traffic Movements 

• Pre-COVID Sydney was averaging 1000 movements per day. 

• Sydney is currently averaging 600 movements per day. 

• Sydney Airport and Airservices Australia are focusing their attention to the return of high 
levels of traffic in next few months averaging 800 movements per day closer to Easter. 

 
Mr Timothy Gill, representing Airservices Australia, provided a 2021 year in review and update on 
the noise monitors around Sydney and Noise Complaints Information Services (NCIS) report. 
 
Noise Monitors 

• Annandale, Bexley, Coogee, Eastlakes, Leichhart, St Peters and Sydenham received noise 
monitor outages mostly related to bad weather and general maintenance. 

• Leichhart noise monitor was moved 30 metres from the previous location due to the land 
changing hands. 

 
Noise Complaints Information Services (NCIS) report 

• 450 complaints were made by 448 complainants in 2021, which is an increase from the year 
2020 although below previous years, this increase is due to COVID-19 pandemic where 
residents were working from home and the reopening/use of Runway 07/25. 

• Suburbs with the most complainants were Bexley, Hurtsville, Leichhart, Newtown and 
Dulwich Hill. 
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Mr Ben Leeson, representative for the Member of Kingsford-Smith, expressed his concern for the 
La Perouse residents who have been complaining about an increase in aircraft movements over their 
homes, the residents explained the aircrafts are cutting the corner and flying over their homes 
instead of flying over Botany Bay head. Mr Gill, noted the concern and would follow up with the 
correct arear within Airservices.  

 
Action Item 01/01 – Airservices Australia to compare the NCIS issues of unusual movements and 
curfew movements from 2021 to 2020. 

Action Item 02/01 – Airservices Australia to provide a copy of the PowerPoint presentation to 
SACF members. 

Action Item 03/01 – Airservices Australia to follow up on Mr Ben Leeson’s concern regarding the 
La Perouse residents. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 5 Sydney Airport Update 
 
Mr Ted Plummer, representing Sydney Airport Corporation Limited (SACL), provided further 
information around the sale of Sydney Airport and a general update.  
 
Sale of Sydney Airport 

• SACL has kept the SACF members informed during the process since the initial bid started in 
July 2021. 

• The entity that own Sydney Airport is now Sydney Aviation Alliance, a consortium of 
investors: 

o Australia Super 
o IFAM Australian Infrastructure Fund 
o IFAM Global Infrastructure Fund 
o Hughes Super 
o Global Infrastructure Partners 

• Sydney Airport formally changed hands on 9 March 2022. 

• New board members will be shared at the next SACF meeting. 
 
General update 

• January 2022 averaged 500 movements per day compared to 960 movements on average 
pre COVID-19. 

• Pre COVID-19 34,000 people were employed at the airport, during COVID-19 this was 
reduced to 20,000 employees and Sydney Airport are pleased to see it increasing.  

• NSW government and Sydney Airport entered into a joint fund, Aviation Attraction Fund, 
$120 million to attract new international services post COVID-19. First international airline to 
take part was Bamboo Airlines with a Sydney to Ho Chi Min City service, 2 flights weekly and 
will be increasing due to demand to 4 flights weekly in the next few months. 

• Gateway Project is well underway and aims to be completed end of 2024. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6 Implementation and Monitoring Committee (IMC) Report 
 
Mr John Clarke, representative for the Member of Bennelong, provided an update on IMC focusing 
on two main topics - Mode 9 Implementation and the Business Jets proposal. 
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IMC met once since the last SACF meeting and the next IMC meeting is planned for the end of 
March 2022. 
 
Mode 9 implementation 

• IMC and Airservices are working together on the Mode 9 Implementation.  

• Mode 9 Implementation from the North is a LTOP mode which is yet to be implemented. 

• There are discussions for a trial to be under taken. 

• Freight services operating within the curfew period from the North currently work similar to 
Mode 9. 

 
Business Jets proposal 

• Mr David Bell, CEO of Australian Business Aviation Association Inc., addressed SACF 
members on the ABAA proposal for business jets to operate within the curfew period 
between 34,000 and 55,000 MTOW. 

• SACF referred the proposal to IMC for consideration. 

• Mr Bell completed a basic noise analysis, although IMC was concerned there was insufficient 
information to make a decision and requested further information. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 7 Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and 

Communications 
 
Mr Phil McClure, Assistant Secretary, Airports Branch, provided a Departmental update. 
 
Aviation Recovery Framework 

• COVID-19 Aviation Programs are coming to an end this year. 

• The Department is focusing on recovery of aviation with an Aviation Recovery Framework. 

• The Framework has six key areas: 
o Optimising airport infrastructure; 
o Supporting aviation efficiency; 
o Connecting regional communities; 
o Building a sustainable pipeline of workforce skills; 
o Revitalising General Aviation; and 
o Embracing new technologies, including drones. 

• Next steps are to establish a Strategic Avaiton Advisory Forum to advise Government on the 
sector’s recovery and bring the concerns/views to the Government through the recovery 
period. 

 
Sunsetting Regulations 

• Six legislative instruments under the Airports Act 1996 are due to sunset on 1 April 2024. 

• The Department is approaching the review of regulations in stages. Initial stage (Stage 1A) 
focusses on the Airports and Airports (Ownership – Interests in Shares) Regulations, which 
currently out for public consultation. 

 
National Airports Safeguarding Advisory Group (NASAG) 

• NASAG last met in December 2021, at this meeting the group reviewed the NASF 
Implementation Review Recommendations. 

• NASAG forward work plan includes reviews of Guideline B (windshear), Guideline C (wildlife 
hazard management) and Guideline D (windfarms). 
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National Emerging Aviation Technologies 

• the Government released the National Emerging Aviation Technologies (NEAT) Policy 
Statement in May 2021. 

• NEAT outlines how the Government will support individuals, businesses and industry to 
adopt new and emerging digital aviation technology. 

• Key initiatives include the National Drone Detection Network, the Uncrewed Traffic 
Management System, and the Infrastructure Planning Framework. 

 
PFAS 2021 Budget 

• $130 million over three years to investigate PFAS contamination, the program includes up to 
36 airports across Australia. 

• Currently 8 airports are participating in the pilot program. 
 
Sydney Airport Demand Management Reforms – Technical Working Groups 

• The Department is finalising the modelling and analysis, further public consulations will be 
required. 

• The expected outcomes will be provided to Government in late 2022 and subsequently be 
released for public consultation. 

• Department acknowledged and thanked Mr Clarke for representing SACF, Mr Barry Abrams 
for representing the Board of Airline Representatives of Australia, and Ken Welsh for 
representing Inner West Council on the TWGs. 

 
Aviation Community Advocate 

• Department would like to thank the members of SACF who volunteered to work with them 
on SACF’s request for an Aviation Community Advocate. 

• The Department and SACF members met in December 2021 to dicuss the requiements for 
the proposed role. 

• the Department has drafted a breifing for the Deputy Prime Minister and is awaiting his 
decision. 

 
Thank you and farewell 

• The Department thanked the Chair for being the longest standing Chair over 29 meetings 
since 2014. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 8 Other Business 
 
SACF Members, Mr John Clarke, Ms Maria Patrinos, Mr Ted Plummer, Mr Bob Hayes, Mr Russell 
McArthur and Mr Kevin Hill individually thanked the Chair for his time and understanding over the 
years. 
 
The Chair thanked SACF Members and looks forward to seeing them at day to day activities.  
 
AGENDA ITEM 9 Date of Next Meeting 
 
It was noted the Secretariat would inform the membership of the next meeting date in due course. 
 
The Chair concluded the meeting at 10:26am. 

  



 
 

SACF Meeting 01/2022 – 11 March 2022   

SACF Meeting 01/2022 – 11 March 2022 
 

MEMBERS 
Name Representing 

John Alexander OAM MP Chair, Federal Member for Bennelong 

Bob Hayes Community Representative for the North 

Kevin Hill Community Representative for the South 

Maria Patrinos Community Representative for the West 

Ben Leeson  Nominee representing the Federal Member for Kingsford-Smith 

John Clarke Nominee representing the Federal Member for Bennelong 

Julie Adams Nominee representing the Federal Member for Cook 

Helen Rogers Nominee representing the Federal Member for Grayndler 

Vickii McDonald Nominee representing the Federal Member for North Sydney 

Christine Hawkins Nominee representing the Federal Member for Sydney 

Ken Welsh Nominee of the Inner West Council 

Ted Plummer Nominee representing Sydney Airport 

 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 
and Communications 
Phil McClure Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 

and Communications 

David McMahon Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 
and Communications 

Kylie Hayes Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 
and Communications 

 
Observers and Guest Presenters 
Name   

Terry Fulton Airservices Australia Presenter 

Timothy Gill Airservices Australia Presenter 

Adrian Turner Airservices Australia Guest 

Russell McArthur Airservices Australia Guest 

Joe Dennis Sydney Airport Presenter 

Tony Williams Community Observer 

 


